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DETAILED ACTION 

1 The application of Bredow et al., "Luminescent push-button or switch" filed on 
February 05, 2004 has been examined. 
Claims 1-20 are pending 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2 The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) The invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3 Claims 1-4, 7-9, 14-16 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by US patent of Inobe et al., (4,882,581). 

4 As to claim 1 , Inobe et al., discloses a control element for a device (Item 13 of 
figure 4), the control element having a visible surface and comprising a luminescent 
substance covering at least part of the visible surface (Col. 1, lines 60-65; Col. 2, lines 
53-67; Col. 4, lines 8-12). 
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5 As to claim 2, the control element of claim 1 , further, Inobe et al., discloses the 
control element is a push-button or switch (See figures 4 and 5). 

6 As to claim 3, the control element of claim 1 , further, Inobe et al., discloses a 
body of synthetic material containing the luminescent substance as an additive (Col. 2, 
lines 35-41, 59-60). 

7 As to claim 4, the control element of claim 3, further, Inobe et al., discloses the 
synthetic material is a thermoplastic (Col. 2, lines 35-41 ). 

8 As to claim 7, the control element of claim 1 , further, Inobe et al., discloses a 
carrier element (Item 15 of figure 4) and a luminescent element containing the 
luminescent substance (Item 13 of figure 4) and at least partially covering the carrier 
element (Col. 2, lines 22-28). 

9 As to claim 8, the control element of claim 7, further, Inobe et al., discloses the 
luminescent element and the carrier element are shaped to interfit with one another 
(See figure 4). 

10 As to claim 9, the control element of claim 8, further, Inobe et al., discloses the 
luminescent element has a form of a lid (Item 1 3 of figure 4). 
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11 As to claim 14, the control element of claim 7, further, Inobe et al., discloses the 
carrier element and luminescent element are joined to one another by adhesion (Col. 2, 
lines 35-41, 59-60). 

12 As to claim 15, the control element of claim 14, further, Inobe et al., discloses the 
luminescent element and the carrier element are shaped to interfit with one another 
(See figure 4). 

13 As to claim 16, the control element of claim 15, further, Inobe et al., discloses the 
luminescent element has a form of a lid (Item 13 of figure 4). 

14 As to claim 20, an electric or electronic device comprising at least one control 
element according to claim 1 (Col. 1, lines 60-65; Col. 2, lines 53-67; Col. 4, lines 8-12). 

Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

15 The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 
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The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

16 Claims 5-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Inobe et al., in view of US patent of Rohne et al., (6,658,773). 

17 As to claims 5 and 6, the control element of claims 3 and 4, however, Inobe et 
al., does not expressly disclose the luminescent substance being paint. In the same 
filed of endeavor, Rohne et al., discloses a control element for a device that has a 
luminescent substance in a form of paint (Col. 2, lines 19-22). 

It would have been obvious, to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of the 
invention, to modify the control element for a device of Inobe et al., by using the 
luminescent substance in from of paint, as taught by Rohne et al., in order to have the 
control element for a device that has a luminescent substance in a form of paint, 
because Inobe et al., discloses luminescent substance being thermoplastic and one 
skilled in the art would realize the luminescent substance may be in a form of 
thermoplastic, adhesive or paint. 
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18 Claims 10-13 and 17-18 are rejected under 35 U.SC 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Inobe et al. T in view of US patent of Kenmochi (6,677,545). 

19 As to claims 10, 12 and 17, the control element of claims 8, 9 and 16, however, 
Inobe et al., does not expressly disclose the luminescent element and the carrier 
element have corresponding contours and matching recesses for accurate positioning. 
In the same field of endeavor, Kenmochi discloses a control element for a device that 
has a luminescent element and the carrier element have corresponding contours and 
matching recesses for accurate positioning (Col. 7, lines 1 1-20; Items 1g, 2, 9, 10a and 
13 of figure 12). 

It would have been obvious, to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of the 
invention, to modify the control element for a device of Inobe et al., by incorporating the 
luminescent element and the carrier element have corresponding contours and 
matching recesses, as it taught by Kenmochi, in order to have the luminescent element 
and the carrier element have corresponding contours and matching recesses for 
accurate positioning, because Kenmochi discloses the luminescent element and the 
carrier element have corresponding contours and matching recesses and suggest the 
method is useful for weight reduction. 

20 As to claims 11,13 and 1 8, the control element of claims 10,12 and 1 7, further, 
Kenmochi discloses the contours are constituted by pegs (Items 9, 10a and 13 of figure 
12). 
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21 As to claim 19, the control element of claim 1, further, Kenmochi discloses the 
control element has a visible surface provided with at least one symbol that is applied to 
the surface and covers or neutralizes the luminescent substance (Col. 5, lines 24-42). 

Conclusion 

22 The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The following cited arts are further to show the sate of art related 
to luminescent push-button or switch. 

In the US Patent (1,385,300) Bohrdt discloses illuminating device for switches. 

In the US Patent (1,522,169) Young discloses a switch plate having a luminous 
indicating mark thereon, so that the buttons can be readily found at night time and 
having opaque backing therearound, so that the interior mechanism of the switch will 
not be exposed to view. 

In the US Patent (2,032,540) Hondy et al., discloses illuminated faceplate for 
electric switches by applying luminescent paint. 

In the US Patent (2,515,820) Clark discloses luminous display unit for use in 
indication the location of an article, which must be located in the dark. 
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In the US Patent (6,720,892) Lachor discloses an electronic keyboard, in 
particular one to be used in a dark environment and which therefore requires 
illumination of the keys. 

23 Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sisay Yacob whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
8562. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 8:00 AM - 4:30 
PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Horabik can be reached on (571) 272-3068. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



2/21/2006 



Sisay Yacob 





